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HIV/AIDS notifications in Korea, 2019

Jung Yoonhee, ChaJeongok, Kim Taeyoung, Shim Eun Hye
Division of TB and HIV/AIDS Control, KCDC

In Korea, the number of notified new HIV infection cases has increased to 1,222in 2019 (1,206 in 2018). Among the total cases
recorded, males accounted for 1,111 cases (90.9%) and females accounted for 111 of the cases (9.1%). In addition, the
20-29-year-old age group accounted for the highest percentage of cases 35.8% (438 cases), followed by the 30-39-year-old
age group, and the 40-49-year-old age group. In terms of HIV detection, 753 cases (61.6%) were detected in hospitals and 376
cases (30.3%) were detected in public health centers. This report found that to confirm the cause of illness in medical
institutions was the most common reason to take HIV test, accounting for 35.9% (332 cases). The 99.8% of respondents
answered their route of transmission as “sexual contact.”

This report recommended The Korea Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (KCDC) to strengthen HIV prevention,
diagnosis and treatment policies targeting people living with HIV, younger age groups and high-risk groups. In addition, the
reported concluded that the KCDC, as part of the international healthcare community, should continue its efforts to end the
AIDS epidemic by 2030.

Keywords: Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), Surveillance
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Figure 1. Notified New HIV/AIDS cases, 1985—-2019
Source: 2019 Annual Report on the Notified HIV/AIDS in Korea. KCDC. 2020 [5]
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of notified HIV/AIDS cases, 2018—2019
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Unit: person
2018 2019
Total Korean Foreigner Total Korean Foreigner

Total 1,206 989 217 1,222 1,005 217
Sex

Male 1,100 945 165 1,111 952 159

Female 106 44 62 M 53 58
Age

0-9 0 0 0 0 0 0

10-19 20 19 1 31 29 2

20-29 39 336 59 438 365 73

30-39 328 236 92 341 258 83

40-49 211 171 40 202 158 44

50-59 161 140 21 129 116 13

60-69 61 57 4 61 59 2

=70 30 30 0 20 20 0
Screening site

Clinic or Hospital 716 593 123 753 613 140

Public health center 382 301 81 367 309 58

Others 108 95 13 102 83 19
Source: 2019 Annual Report on the Notified HIV/AIDS in Korea, KCDC. 2020 [5]
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