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HIV/AIDS notifications in the Republic of Korea, 2021

Koun Kim, Yoon Hee Jung, Yeonju Kim, Ho Yong Choi
Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control, Bureau of Infectious Disease Policy, Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA)

The major results of the HIV/AIDS cases reported in 2021 are described in this paper, based on the ‘2021 HIV/AIDS Annual
Report' published in June 2022.

Newly detected HIV infection was reported as 975 cases in the Republic of Korea in 2021. Among them, 773 cases (79.3%)
were Koreans and 202 cases (20.7%) were foreigners. About 92.0% of all cases (897 cases) were men and 8.0% (78 cases)
were women. The proportion of newly detected HIV cases among the 20-49 year old age group was 81.3%: the 20-29 year
old age group was 36.1% (352 cases), the 30-39 year old group was 30.1% (293 cases), and the 40-49 year old group was
15.2% (148 cases). In terms of detection facility, 712 cases (73.0%) were detected in clinics or hospitals and 157 cases
(16.1%) were detected in public health centers. The most common reason to take HIV test was to confirm the cause of iliness
(184 cases, 25.3%). Almost all of the cases (99.8%, 532 cases) answered that their route of transmission was a sexual
contact.

Findings further indicated that new HIV infected cases in 2021 decreased by 20.3% compared to the number of cases in
2019. Report of new HIV cases from public health centers was significantly decreased in 2021 by 57.2% compared to thatin
2019. During COVID-19, most of the public health centers had to stop their HIV testing reassigning their manpower to cope
with COVID-19 epidemic in the community. Deterioration of the HIV service in most of the public health centers might have
resultedin the decrease of HIV detection in the public health centers.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of notified HIV/AIDS cases, 2019—-2021

unit: person
2019 2020 2021

Total Korean Foreigner Total Korean Foreigner Total Korean Foreigner

Total 1,223 1,006 217 1,016 818 198 975 773 202

Incidence rate per 100,000 people* 2.36 1.94 0.42 1.96 1.58 0.38 1.88 1.49 0.39
Male 1,112 953 159 935 790 145 897 742 155

Sex Female 11 53 58 81 28 53 78 31 47
0-9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

10-19 31 29 2 17 17 0 17 16 1

20-29 438 365 8 343 295 48 352 286 66

Age group 30-39 34 258 83 303 219 84 293 216 77
(yr) 40-49 202 158 44 152 11 4 148 106 42
50-59 130 17 13 122 104 18 112 98 14

60-69 61 59 2 62 55 7 4 39 2

=70 20 20 0 17 17 0 12 12 0

Clinic or Hospital 754 614 140 731 569 162 712 555 157

Sereening - Puble healln 367 309 58166 144 2 157 129 28
Others 102 83 19 19 105 14 106 89 17

* Mid—year population (Resident registration), Statistics Korea
Source: 2021 Annual Report on the Notified HIV/AIDS in Korea. KDCA. 2022 [3]
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